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FEM Press Release 

 

FEM releases statistical data for the period 2005-2009 
 

 
Brussels, 24th March 2011 

 
 
For the first time, FEM has compiled statistical data on the production value and external trade of European 
materials handling, lifting and storage equipment, all product groups aggregated. The figures are based on 
Eurostat data, as well as estimations from FEM and VDMA for equipment not covered by Eurostat (storage 
equipment and software/automation). The aim is to give a picture of the size and evolution of the FEM 
sector, one of the largest in European mechanical engineering. The exercise will be undertaken annually. 
 
The analysis of the 2009 data confirms the reductions previously reported by FEM Product Groups, with an 
average of -25% in production value compared to 2008, and even close to -30% if one excludes repair and 
maintenance. This puts the 2009 production value under its 2005 level.  
 
Exports decreased by 24% but their share in production value slightly increased, notably because of the 
relative vitality of some external markets and the heavy fall in EU domestic demand (-30%), as reflected by 
the large decrease in imports for the same period (-47%). 
 
An analysis of the period 2005-2009 enables one to measure the evolution of the market structure: 

 Exports now represent more than a third of the European materials handling equipment’s 
production value. This share almost doubled between 2005 and 2009.  

 External materials handling products have also increased their presence on the European market. 
Although they still represent a relatively modest share (11%) of the EU domestic demand, such 
share doubled between 2005 and 2009.  

 
The 2010 figures should be available in the coming months and will enable us to measure the extent of the 
recovery experienced last year and which continued in the first quarter of 2011 for most FEM product 
groups. 
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For further information, please contact FEM Secretariat:  
Tel.: +32 (0) 2 706 82 37 / Web: www.fem-eur.com  
  
 
Founded in 1953, FEM is the voice of the European manufacturers of materials handling, lifting and storage 
equipment. Today, FEM defends the interests of 16 members, thus representing some 1,000 companies 
(around 80% of the European materials handling industry in value) employing 160,000 people. 

http://www.fem-eur.com/

