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System of technical documentation

private documents

official
standards

regulation

ωdecided by public authority
ωmandatory application

ÅHierarchy

ωdecided by a public authority
ωmandatory application

ωapproved by a recognised body
on a consensus basis
ωvoluntary application

ωissued by private bodies, fora, 
consortia, for their own use
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ÅInternational level (ISO/IEC)

4

System of technical documentation

ωno international technical regulation 
ωspecific agreements or protocols negociated
ōȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ό²¢hΣ L[hΣ ¦bΣ Χύ

ωInternational standards approved by ISO and IEC (~100 members)
ωVoluntary transposition as regional or national standards
ωInternational standards recognised by the WTO/TBT agreement

ωexamples :  IWA, national or regional standards used worldwide

WTO/TBT agreement
technical regulations shall not create unnecessary obstacles to
international trade. Relevant international standards shall be used as
a basis for technical regulations
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ÅRegional level - Europe
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System of technical documentation

ωharmonised European directives 
ωconcept of New Approach

ωEuropean  standards approved by CEN and CLC (30 members + 15
affiliate members + 1 partner)
ωmandatory transposition as national standards for CEN members  
ωpresumption of conformity to New Approach directives through
harmonised EN standards 
ωcooperation agreement between CEN and  ISO, CLC and IEC

ωŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ Υ  /²!Σ C9a ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ Χ

ISO/CEN Vienna agreement:
parallel development and adoption of ISO and CEN standards, with    
CEN-lead or ISO-lead; decided on a  case-by-case approach 
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ÅRegional level

Pan America : COPANT (27 Countries including Argentina, Brasil, 

Canada, Chile, Columbia, USA, Venezuela).

Objectives : to encourage and facilitate the direct adoption of COPANT 

and International standards as national standards by its members ; 

COPANT may develop regional standards
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System of technical documentation

Pacific area : PASC (27 countries including Australia, 
Canada, Chile, China, Columbia, Indonesia, India, 
Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Korea, Russia, South 
Africa, Thailand, USA, Venezuela, Vietman).

Objectives : to strengthen international standardization programmes of 

ISO and IEC and to improve the participation of Pacific Rim standards 

organizations
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ωWhat is global relevance
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ISO policy on global relevance

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ŀƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 
that it can be used/implemented as broadly as possible 
by affected industries and other stakeholders in markets 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ

Strive to achieve a unique solution
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ISO policy on global relevance

ωGlobal relevance and WTO

In order to serve the interests of the WTO [Χ] in facilitating
international trade and preventing unnecessary trade barriers,
international standardsneedto be relevantand to :

V Effectivelyrespondto regulatoryandmarket needs,
V Respondto scientific and technological developments in various
countries,

V Not distort the globalmarket,

V Haveno adverseeffectson fair competition,

V Not stifle innovationand technologicaldevelopment,
V Not givepreferenceto the characteristicsor requirementsof specific
countries or regions when different needs or interests exist in other
countriesor regions,
V Be performance basedrather than basedon design or descriptive
characteristics.
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ISO policy on global relevance

ωHow to achieve global relevance ?

V Evaluate feasibility of global relevance before launching the study 

V Avoidάempty-shellέstandards

V Consider an evolutionary process to address market differences
(issuean alternative deliverable: ISO/TS)

VOptionsin the standardarepossible

if LEGITIMATEREASONS

but limited : Optional requirement should constitute only a 
MINORITY of the requirements in an International Standard

the intent is to capture and accomodate market dynamics, not 
regional or national differences


